
 

 

The Text

In this article, Monica Ali, 37, who has 

contributed a chapter entitled “Brick Lane” to 

the book Weekenders:Adventuresin Calcutta, 

talks to Ann McFerran from The Sunday Times                              

. 

-1- GOWING UP in Bolton, as part of an 

immigrant community- the daughter of an 

English mother and a Bangladeshi father- I 

didn’t really go on holiday. Later, when I was a 

teenager, I’d tag along with some English 

school friends going on summer hols with their 

families to Lake District, or Whales, or even as 

far afield as the Dordogne. 

-2- But at university and in my twenties 

I went to most countries in Europe, as well as 

to India and the USA. I’d go somewhere 

different each time, sometimes on my own, 

sometimes with a friend. And I wanted to learn 

as much about a place as possible –reading 

about it and doing a lot of sightseeing, so I’d 

really get a sense of people and the culture.  

-3- Mostly I’d splash out on really nice 

holidays for a few nights. Egypt was 

particularly thrilling; because I’d seen so many 

pictures of the pyramids atschool, I almost 

couldn’t believe I was really seeing them. We 

also stayed by the Red Sea, and then took trips 

to the desert –we even spent a night camping in 

the moonscape. 
 

 
 

-4- Istanbul, too, was stunning. All those 

clichés about how East meets West are true. I 

loved everything about it, and especially the 

souks. I hate shopping in England, but Istanbul, 

with its rugs and its jewelry, is different 

matter. 

 

-5- After I graduated I went to India 

with a friend for several months. As with the 

pyramids, I found that actually seeing the 

TajMahal is so astonishing, it makes you catch 

your breath. We did long overnight train 

journeys to Calcutta and Orissa, and what’s so 

fantastic about those train journeys is how you 

can see the whole Indian life style from the 

train: people getting up in the morning, 

washing, feeding their children, conducting 

their entire lives. It’s a complete sightseeing 

experience in itself 

.

 
 

-6- Just before Brick Lane was 

published, I wanted to go back to Bangladesh 

with my husband to see where I was born. But 

I couldn’t get a visa –it was a big blow at the 

time, but I’m still hoping that I’ll be able to 

someday. A two-week holiday in Cape Town was 

the consolation prize. I was very excited about 

going to Africa, but Cape Town didn’t really 

seem like Africa at all –more like an enormous 

theme park for white people. Of course, parts 

of America are like that, too. Cape Town is a 

place of extremes, of the very rich and the 

very poor, but the scenery is immensely awe-

inspiring. 

  The Sunday Times –August 222004. (Adapted)

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Comprehension: 15 marks 
❶Tick () the sentence that best states the main idea of the text: (1 mark) 

In this text Monica is  recounting her holidaying experiences.   

   recalling her school memories.    

   complaining about her holidaying experiences.  

 

❷Correct the following false statements with details from the text: (4 marks) 

 Monica would go on holidays just for pleasure. (prg.2) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 Monica did not know about the pyramids before visiting them. (prg.3) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 Train journeys are not interesting. (prg.5) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 Monica fulfilled her dream of visiting her mother country. (prg.6) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

❸Fill in the blanks with adjectives from the text to complete the paragraph below: (4 marks) 

 

 Monica described the countries she visited excitedly. She found Egypt …………………….with its pyramids. 

Istanbul was ………………………..thanks to its souks. While TejMahal in India was ………………………. Finally Cape Town 

was ……………………………………with its extremes. 

 

❹What do the underlined words in the text refer to: (2 marks) 

 it (prg. 5)   ___________________ 

 Brick Lane (prg. 6)  ___________________ 

❺Circle the definition that best explains the following words from the text:(2 marks) 

     Be keen on 

 Splash out on   Spend money on 

 Depend on  

 Understand deeply 

 Tag along with Study hard 

 

 Follow closely  

❻Paraphrase the following sentence from the text in your own words: (1 mark) 

<< A two-week holiday in Cape Town was the consolation prize. >> 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

School: Secondary School 

of Jerissa 
First Term  

English  

End of Term 

Test  

School year:  2011 /2012 

Date :December 2011 Teachers : Mrs. Lamloumi, 

Miss Messaoudi, Miss Naimi 

Duration : 2 hours Classes : 4th forms Arts 

Name : ………………………………Surname:…………………………… Class: 

…………… №: …………… 

Mark :             

……..……/40-       

……………/20 



 

 

❼Give a personal justified answer to the following question: (1 mark) 

Who do you like to travel with? Why? 

 

Language: 10 marks 

 
❶Put the bracketed words in the right tense and/or form:4 marks 

 

 The Carthage Film Festival is a biannual October film festival hosted by the government of 

Tunisia. The festival 1(create) _____________in 1996 by the Tunisian Minister of Culture to 

showcase films from the Maghreb, Africa, and the Middle East. In order to be eligible for 

2(compete) _______________, a film must have a director of African or Middle Eastern 

nationality, and have been produced at 3(little) ____________ two years before entry. The Tunisian 

Culture Minister 4(consider) ________________the event a means of communication between Arab 

and African cinema. More than 300cinema5(expert) ____________, actors and fans attend the 

event. The audience 6(eager) _____________attend the festival, although they desert theaters 

throughout the year, they7(live) _____________and grown with the festival. For the rest of the 

year, movies are commercial and of very8(lowness) _____________ quality. 

 

❷ Fill in the blanks with words from the list below, be careful there are two extra words: 4 

marks 

 

roughly – refurbishment – plus – residence – daily – former – for – finest – takes – rebuilt 

 

 Buckingham palace is London’s best known tourist attraction. As the official London 

1______________ of the queen, it flies her Majesty’s personal standard. The Palace State Rooms 

are open 2_______________from early  August to early October. 3____________the rest of the 

year, the spectacular ceremony of changing the Guard 4______________place at 11.00 every day in 

the height of summer. Even if you miss the Palace opening, you can still see the Queen’s glorious art 

collection one of the5____________in the world. The Queen’s Gallery reopened after 

6_____________ in 2002, with even more rarely seen works on show. The Queen, a great lover of 

horses, also opens her Royal Mews * to the public. The Mews, 7____________ by Nash in the 1820s, 

contains some of the finest working stables in existence. The magnificent, gilded, and polished state 

carriages and coaches are on show, 8______________ horses and equipage. 

 

❸Match the sentence parts from “A” with those from “B”to get a coherent paragraph.Write 

your answers in the space provided: 3 marks 

 

A B 

1- Celine Dion is the singer  

2- Because she sang the theme 

3- Celine was born  

4- She sang for the first time in 

5- Rene Angelil was the man  

6- Her song for the film Beauty and the 

Beast  

a- Her parents’ restaurant 

b- That Celine eventually married  

c- Is famous all round the world 

d- On the 30th of March  

e- To the film Titanic 

f- Received an Academy award and a 

Grammy award  



 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

      

Writing: 15 marks:  

 

1- Guided writing:Develop the following notes into full sentences to get a coherent paragraph 

about El Kef area: 5 marks 

 

 El Kef / situate/ northwest /Tunisia 

 First / know/ Sicca 

 El Kef/ home /to / number /edifices / important buildings 

 Museum/ popular arts and traditions/ retrace/social and cultural habit/region 

 The city/ host / number of festival/ BouMakhlouf Festival/ Mayou Festival/ The 

Saliha Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Adherence to content: 2  

 Language/ grammar : 2   

 Writing mechanics :1   

 

 

2- Free Writing: 10 marks 

  Space tourism is one of the newest trends in tourism. What do you think of 

this type of tourism? Write a 12 line argumentative essay in which you show your 

attitude, and support it with the appropriate arguments. The use of linkers is highly 

recommended. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 ________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________ . 

  

Adherence to content: 4 

 Language/ grammar : 4     

 Writing mechanics :2   

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

The Text

In this article, Monica Ali, 37, who has 

contributed a chapter entitled “Brick Lane” to 

the book Weekenders: Adventuresin Calcutta, 

talks to Ann McFerran from The Sunday Times                              

. 

-1- GOWING UP in Bolton, as part of an 

immigrant community- the daughter of an 

English mother and a Bangladeshi father- I 

didn’t really go on holiday. Later, when I was a 

teenager, I’d tag along with some English 

school friends going on summer hols with their 

families to Lake District, or Whales, or even as 

far afield as the Dordogne. 

-2- But at university and in my twenties 

I went to most countries in Europe, as well as 

to India and the USA. I’d go somewhere 

different each time, sometimes on my own, 

sometimes with a friend. And I wanted to learn 

as much about a place as possible –reading 

about it and doing a lot of sightseeing, so I’d 

really get a sense of people and the culture.  

-3- Mostly I’d splash out on really nice 

holidays for a few nights. Egypt was 

particularly thrilling; because I’d seen so many 

pictures of the pyramids  atschool, I almost 

couldn’t believe I was really seeing them. We 

also stayed by the Red Sea, and then took trips 

to the desert –we even spent a night camping in 

the moonscape. 
 

 
 

-4- Istanbul, too, was stunning. All those 

clichés about how East meets West are true. I 

loved everything about it, and especially the 

souks. I hate shopping in England, but Istanbul, 

with its rugs and its jewelry, is different 

matter.  

 

-5- After I graduated I went to India 

with a friend for several months. As with the 

pyramids, I found that actually seeing the 

TajMahal is so astonishing, it makes you catch 

your breath. We did long overnight train 

journeys to Calcutta and Orissa, and what’s so 

fantastic about those train journeys is how you 

can see the whole Indian life style from the 

train: people getting up in the morning, 

washing, feeding their children, conducting 

their entire lives. It’s a complete sightseeing 

experience in itself 

. 

 
 

 



 

 

-6- Just before Brick Lane was 

published, I wanted to go back to Bangladesh 

with my husband to see where I was born. But 

I couldn’t get a visa –it was a big blow at the 

time, but I’m still hoping that I’ll be able to 

some day. A two-week holiday in Cape Town was 

the consolation prize. I was very excited about 

going to Africa, but Cape Town didn’t really 

seem like Africa at all –more like an enormous 

theme park for white people. Of course, parts 

of America are like that, too. Cape Town is a 

place of extremes, of the very rich and the 

very poor, but the scenery is immensely awe-

inspiring.   

  The Sunday Times –August 22,2004. (Adapted)

 

Reading Comprehension: 12 marks 
 

❶Tick () the sentence that best states the main idea of the text: (1 mark) 

In this text Monica is  recounting her holidaying experiences   

   Recalling her school memories    

   Complaining about her holidaying experiences    

 

❷Correct the following false statements: (3 marks) 

 Monica would go on holidays just for pleasure (prg.2) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 Train journeys are not interesting (prg.5) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 Monica fulfilled her dream of visiting her mother country (prg.6) 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

❸Fill in the blanks with adjectives from the text to complete the paragraph below: (4 marks) 

 

 Monica described the countries she visited excitedly. She found Egypt …………………….with its pyramids. 

Istanbul was ………………………..thanks to its souks. While TejMahal in India was ………………………. Finally Cape Town 

was ……………………….with its extremes. 

 

❹What do the underlined words in the text refer to: (1 mark) 

 it (prg. 5)   ___________________ 

❺Circle the definition that best explains the following word from the text: (1 mark) 

     

 Understand deeply 

 Tag along with Study hard 

School: Secondary School 

of Jerissa 
First Term  

English  

End of Term 

Test  

School year:  2011 /2012 

Date : December 2011 Teachers : Mrs. Lamloumi, 

Miss Messaoudi, Miss Naimi 

Duration : 2 hours Classes : 4th forms M, Tech., 

Sc., Inf. Tech. 

Name : ………………………………Surname:…………………………… Class: 

…………… №: …………… 

Mark :             

……..……/40-       

……………/20 

 



 

 

 

 Follow closely  

❻Paraphrase the following sentence from the text in your own words: (1 mark) 

 

<< A two-week holiday in Cape Town was the consolation prize. >> 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❼Give a personal justified answer to the following question: (1 mark) 

 

Who do you like to travel with? Why? 

 

 

 

Language:6 marks   

 

❶Put the bracketed words in the right tense and/ form:3 marks 

 

 The Carthage Film Festival is a biannual October film festival hosted by the 

government of Tunisia. The festival 1(create) _____________in 1996 by the Tunisian 

Minister of Culture to showcase films from the Maghreb, Africa, and the Middle East. In 

order to be eligible for 2(compete) _______________, a film must have a director of 

African or Middle Eastern nationality, and have been produced at 3(little) ____________ 

two years before entry. The Tunisian Culture Minister considers the event a means of 

communication between Arab and African cinema. More than 300 cinema4(expert) 

____________, actors and fans attend the event. The audience 5(eager) 

_____________attend the festival, although they desert theaters throughout the year, 

they6(live) _____________and grown with the festival. For the rest of the year, movies 

are commercial and of very low quality. 

 

❷ Fill in the blanks with words from the list below, be careful there are two extra 

words: 3 marks  

 

 

Roughly– plus – residence – daily – former– finest – takes – rebuilt 

 

 

 Buckingham palace is London’s best known tourist attraction. As the official London 

1______________ of the queen, it flies her Majesty’s personal standard. The Palace State 

Rooms are open 2_______________from early  August to early October. For the rest of 

the year, the spectacular ceremony of changing the Guard 3______________place at 11.00 

every day in the height of summer. Even if you miss the Palace opening, you can still see the 

Queen’s glorious art collection one of the 4____________ in the world. The Queen’s Gallery 

reopened after refurbishmentin 2002, with even more rarely seen works on show. The 



 

 

Queen, a great lover of horses, also opens her Royal Mews * to the public. The Mews, 

5____________ by Nash in the 1820s, contains some of the finest working stables in 

existence. The magnificent, gilded, and polished state carriages and coaches are on show, 

6______________ horses and equipage. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing: 12 marks:  

 

1- Guided writing:Complete the following conversation with the appropriate utterances 

to make it coherent: 4 marks 
 

 Peter: Do you want to see the pictures of my holiday in Italy? 

 Jane: Certainly. _____________________________? 

 Peter: Ah! The holiday was great! The food was great! But the traffic was 

terrible. 

 Jane: ___________________________________? 

 Peter:  Those Italians are crazy drivers. 

 Jane: Did you visit the leaning tower of Pisa? 

 Peter: ____________________________.  We even climbed to the top. 

 Jane:  Incredible! That’s a photo of the Arno River in Florence. 

 Peter: __________________________. It is theh Arno River, and these are 

some beautiful old medieval buildings. 

 

2- Free Writing:8 marks   

 You read an ad about a package holiday organized by Omega Tours, a Tunisian travel 

agency. You would like to travel to Paris and want further information about the holiday 

before taking a decision. Write a letter to the agency asking for clarifications. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 Omega Tours 

 Okba Street, 82 

 Belvedaire, Tunis 

 

 Dear sir/Madam,  

  

  _______________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

        Yours trurely. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Adherence to content: 3 

 Language/ grammar : 3  

 Writing mechanics :2  


