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Section : Lettres snssxon DE CONTROLE

N S P RTINS T R T NS

Le Sujet comporte 4 pages numérotées de 1/4 a 4/4

A. READING COMPREHENSION (15 marks)

THE TEXT

1.  The moment I realized A was for apple was incredible. Such a simple thing; such a life-
changing moment. I was a pensioner, a grandma, and had spent a lifetime keeping the
terrible secret that I couldn’t read or write. For the whole of my adult years, I'd lived a
half-life, never daring to socialize, apply for jobs or even try new recipes for fear of being
discovered. As a child, I can remember being totally baffled. The teachers quickly
classed me as stupid and lazy, and | switched off. I was terribly bullied by other children,
and had no friends. My self-esteem was at rock bottom and 1 left school at 15, unable
even to recognize the alphabet.

2. When 1 got married, my husband remained unaware of my inability to read for the
whole of our marriage. I organized it so he did all the paperwork and | did the
housework— I was sure he’'d leave me if he found out the truth. My two sons, Kevin and
David, came along and I felt awful that I couldn’t help as they started to learn to read
themselves.

3 The turning point came at 60, during a period of depression. Christine, a volunteer
from a local charity, came to read for me, for company. When she suggested we read to
each other, I refused, but she was so persistent, in such a warm way, that I finally
confessed I didn’t know how. She arranged adult learning classes but I was so petrified.
To my relief, my tutor, Christine, was nothing but encouraging. We started with a picture
book about the English alphabet, and to my delight, after six months I could write a
sentence.

4. A year later I won an adult learners award. Finally I can read all those books I'd
wondered about. The world has opened up to me. It’s such a joy to read to my little
grandson Freddie, and my goal is to take my GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary
Education). Now 1 feel I can hold my head up high. T just wish my teachers were alive so

I could tell them that I wasn’t stupid. I could learn to read. I just needed someone to show
me how.

Adapted from

Guardian.co.uk: 17 February, 2012
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Epreuve : ANGLAIS Section : LETTRES

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Tick (V) the right alternative. (1 mark)
The most appropriate title to the text is :

a. Better late than never O

b. Prevention is better than cure )

c. Afriend in need is a friend indeed O

Pick out 4 negative effects that illiteracy had on the narrator as a child. (4 marks)
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d.

Complete with words from paragraphs 2, 3 and 4. (4 marks)
It was only after she had ........cccvcivecnns her illiteracy to her tutor that the narrator

gradually overcame her ... to read and write. Now she is so motivated that

she has set herself a .........cccominenas : sitting for the GCSE exams; thus proving to

everyone that she wasn't stupid; she simply ................ somebody to help her.

Find in the text expressions that mean the same as : (3 marks)

a. The lowest point Or [evel (Par.1) ... eeiuriiicriisneesemssermeesssesssssnsmesessrsssesees .

b. The time when an important change takes place (par.3) .....cccocmmieiinins ;

c. Feel proud of what | have achieved (Par.4) ... eeesssarssssiesesnns .

What do the following words underlined in the text refer to? (2 marks)

8 The truth (Par:2) refers X0 . i i i s s il :

B SHE (TAE:3) TRTRIS T oo omsuniassnGrss s s i e s N GRS Ss s .

Give a personal justified answer to the following question (1 mark)

If you were the narrator, would you spend a lifetime keeping your illiteracy secret ?
I U WETe LR DARTRRON, i ot s b e oo dssosn et ceta i
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B. WRITING (15 marks)

1) Use the information in the table to write a coherent paragraph about the Greenpeace

organization. (5 marks)
Type Non-governmental environmental organization.
Historical background | Peace movement/anti-nuclear protest. Vancouver ,1971.
Presence 40 countries across the world/ 3 million members.
Objectives Change attitudes and behaviour/ protect and conserve the
environment/ promote peace/ work for disarmament,
FundLnL Contributions from individual donors/ foundations grants

..............................................

2) Which do you prefer, travelling with a group or travelling on your own ? Write a 12-
line article for your school magazine in which you state your preference and support it
with arguments. (10 marks)

DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME OR SIGN THE ARTICLE
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C. LANGUAGE ( 10 marks)

1) Fill in the blanks with words from the box. (3 marks)

Share / innovative / herself / living / loan / through / recycling / credit

Reese Fernandez is a social entrepreneur determined to alleviate poverty. She is
making @ Name for......ccccnicnenncnnannns in the Philippines for her skills in training others to
bring about change. She has a list of SUCCESSES 10 T c.ovevieveeeevieereereersresssessereesses , but her
greatest achievement is “Rags 2 Riches”, a social enterprise...........cuveevvmeeersensnnas which she
and other young professionals have given women at Payatas waste dump a chance to raise
¢ 31 | R TR standards. As well as taking pride and profit from their work, the
women protect the environment by ......cconiniinrseceennnan waste into fashion items. They
also receive training in personal finance and nutrition and OWN @ ......ccoeeecvecereinninne of “Rags
2 Riches” through their own cooperative.

2) Circle the right alternative. (3.5 marks)

Do you sometimes feel overwhelmed in the ever-changing, ever-growing worlds of
technology and media? Most parents today work hard to find (a/ the/@) balance
between keeping up and staying ahead of the kids. With (experiments/ gadgets/
components) like cell phones that can access the internet and video game consoles as
(power/ powerful/ powerfully) as yesterday’s home computers and with all this
increased (dependence/ exposure/ danger) to media, how can you make sure that your
child is only being exposed to (appropriate/ risky/ adult) content? Kids’ excessive screen
time comes (at/ with/ after) all kinds of hazards: lack of physical activity, exposure to
adult themes and lack of (interaction/ interactive/ interact) with family and peers.

3) Supply the right tense or form of the bracketed words. (3.5 marks)

Ecodriving means smarter and more fuel-efficient driving. Ecodriving represents a

new driving culture that makes best use of ( advance) ........cc.eccennee vehicle
technologies, while ( improve) ..........ccccovvvvevennnnne road safety. An important component
of sustainable mobility, ecodriving ( considerable) ..............cccoccvernnnn. contributes to
climate protection and pollution(reduce.............cc.covevruerrren. .

Fuell consume) ........ccccercrercrinnnnes has a lot to do with the car you buy, but
whatever you drive there are things you can do ( Save) .........ccccmeeeerrees money and
decrease energy use, CO2 ( emit) .........ccoerverrirernines and pollution.



